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CITY OF LONDON SINFONIA ANNOUNCES SIX MORE PERFORMANCES 

AT SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 

 

BEACH, ELGAR, HAYDN, LIGETI, MCDOWALL,  

MOZART, STRAUSS AND TCHAIKOVSKY 

FEATURE IN THE ORCHESTRA’S RESTORE AND REVIVE CONCERT SERIES 

 

 

Building on the success of their return to live indoor performance last month, City of London Sinfonia (CLS) 

will return to Southwark Cathedral this autumn with six more socially distanced performances. Restore 

and Revive features hand-picked favourites from CLS musicians across three concerts, in an uplifting and 

invigorating series that celebrates the long-awaited reconnection with audiences through the revival of live 

music performance.  

 

The concerts have been designed in accordance with current safety guidelines around live public 

performances during the Covid-19 pandemic* whilst retaining the familiar signatures of City of London 

Sinfonia’s seriously informal style. Audiences will be able to experience the concert series in flexible and 

socially distanced seating configurations positioned in the nave or in-promenade taking in the breathtaking 

architecture and distinct acoustics throughout the cathedral.  

 

Alexandra Wood, City of London Sinfonia’s Creative Director & Orchestra Leader, said: “Our autumn 

concerts are a reunion and a celebration of different parts of the orchestra: a string concert, a wind concert 

and, after many months, we will finally come together for a full-scale symphony. The winds have chosen 

music which is special to them. In the string concert, we explore two “staples” of the string repertoire: 

Serenades by Elgar and Tchaikovsky, filled with emotion, passion and drama. Haydn’s ‘London’ Symphony 

is not just a chance for everybody to perform together again, but a nod to our name, and a chance to 

remember how culturally important and resilient London has been and will continue to be.” 

 

Matthew Swann, City of London Sinfonia’s Chief Executive, said: “We were delighted to welcome 

audiences back for our first Southwark Cathedral performances in six months in September – both those 

who joined us in-person and those who experienced the concerts online, totalling more than 30,000 on 

Facebook and YouTube. Restore and Revive takes the vision of reconnecting with audiences further, 

inviting them into the concert going experience and the heart of the music in a safe but engaging way.” 

 

 

The RESTORE AND REVIVE series: 

 

STRING SERENADES 

On Thursday 22 October at 2pm and 7pm, City of London Sinfonia strings will perform Elgar’s Serenade 

for Strings in E minor (Op.20) and Tchaikovsky's Serenade for Strings in C (Op.48), directed by Alexandra 

Wood (CLS Creative Director & Leader). Each performance will open with a Mindful Music introduction, a 

CLS initiative first launched in 2018, which unites live classical music with mindful meditation. Violinist Ann 

Lovatt will lead a short mindfulness session encouraging audiences to connect with the breath of the music, 

to enlarge the calming and restorative qualities of the experience.  
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HAYDN IN LONDON 

On Wednesday 4 November at 2pm and 7pm, City of London Sinfonia will perform Haydn’s String 

Quartets, Op.76, No.2 (Movement I: Allegro), Ligeti’s Six Bagatelles for Wind Quintet (Movement II: 

Rubato. Lamentoso) and Haydn’s “London” Symphony, No. 104. This concert will feature living programme 

notes, an invitation to take a stroll around the “forest” cathedral and connect with the musicians and the 

music in unexpected ways. Continuing CLS’s live+digital offer, this concert will also be available to watch 

online from Tuesday 17 November at 8pm on the Orchestra’s YouTube and Facebook channels. The 

September performance of J.S. Bach’s Goldberg Variations is also available to watch online until 30 

October 2020. 

 

STRAUSS AND MOZART 

On Thursday 26 November at 2pm and 7pm, City of London Sinfonia winds will perform R. Strauss’ Suite 

for Winds in B-flat, Op.4, Mozart’s Sonata in F (KV497), in an arrangement for wind nontet by Quentin 

Poole, Amy Beach’s Pastorale for Wind Quintet, Op.151 and Cecilia McDowall’s Subject to the Weather. 

 

-- 

 

More CLS music-making can be found online including five short Mindful Music sessions, together with 

the lockdown anthology of Comfortable Classical at Home; 33 episodes are available to watch on-demand 

until 18 December. Out in the open air, CLS’s String Quartet can be found in Jubilee Park, Canary Wharf 

on Wednesday 7 October for the last Lunchtime Classicals concert of the summer, and on Monday 2 

November, CLS return to the Albany, Deptford with a programme of Poulenc and Stravinsky from its brass 

trio in an open-to-all relaxed Comfortable Classical concert, which will also be live streamed on Facebook. 

 

Over the last few months, CLS musicians have also been working alongside specialist artists and the CLS 

participation team to adapt existing creative projects – including Room to Room Music in care homes and 

Creative Primaries in schools – for digital delivery during the pandemic. In late October, they plan to 

relaunch ‘Sound Young Minds’ sessions for residents and day patients at Bethlem and Maudsley Hospital 

School, continuing a partnership that first began in 2017. Sound artist Gawain Hewitt and CLS viola Matt 

Maguire have been developing bespoke sessions that combine the use of accessible, online music tools 

with live improvisation on classical instruments for pupils aged 6 to 19 with a broad range of psychiatric 

illnesses. 

 

 

Notes to Editors’ 

 

Press contact: Jenn Reynolds / jenn@jenniferreynoldspr.co.uk / +44 (0)7736 84 22 37   

 

 

LISTINGS: 

 

City of London Sinfonia’s RESTORE AND REVIVE concert series: 

 

String Serenades: City of London Sinfonia strings perform Elgar and Tchaikovsky 

Date & times: Thursday 22 October at 2pm and 7pm  

Running time: 75 minutes (no interval) 

 

Haydn in London: City of London Sinfonia perform Haydn and Ligeti  

Date & times: Wednesday 4 November at 2pm and 7pm  

Running time: 75 minutes (no interval) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofLondonSinfonia
https://www.facebook.com/cityoflondonsinfonia
https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/whats-on/2587/online-concert-goldberg-variations-southwark-cathedral-18-sep-20/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/115257391781/3141801132544266/
https://cityoflondonsinfonia.wordpress.com/2020/03/26/comfortable-classical-at-home
https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/whats-on/2583/lunchtime-classicals-with-cls-and-spitalfields-music-canary-wharf/
https://www.thealbany.org.uk/shows/comfortable-classical/
https://www.facebook.com/cityoflondonsinfonia
https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/wellbeing/wellbeing-projects/
https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/education/education-projects/
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Strauss and Mozart: City of London Sinfonia winds perform Mozart, A. Beach, C. McDowall and R. 

Strauss 

Date & times: Thursday 26 November at 2pm and 7pm  

Running time: 75 minutes (no interval) 

 

 

Venue for all performances: Southwark Cathedral, London SE1 9DA 

Ticket pricing for all performances: from £1 for under 16s to £15 full price – no booking fee 

 

Priority booking opens for CLS supporters on Thursday 8 October at 11am.  

Public on-sale opens on Monday 12 October at 11am.  

 

Tickets for all performances must be booked online in advance via: www.cls.co.uk 

 

 

* in line with the latest government legislation that came into effect on 14 September 2020, all CLS 

performances in Southwark Cathedral, which is a Covid-secure venue, will be open to socially distanced 

audience members in groups of up to six. For further information on safety measures in place, please see: 

https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/files/41bc724242bdeb88a9b4c45ff5186abd.pdf 

 

 

City of London Sinfonia (CLS) is the orchestral home to over 40 outstanding professional musicians who 

come together in the shared belief that music has the power to transform the lives of people across all 

areas of society. They bring a distinctive, seriously informal style to everything they do, breaking down the 

barriers between their musicians and audiences – whether performing on a world-famous music stage or 

sharing musical, creative experiences with residents in care homes and hospital schools. Led by Creative 

Director and Leader Alexandra Wood, CLS conceives and delivers innovative artistic programmes with 

associate partners and artists, including project leaders with specialist skills, musicians in classical, jazz, 

folk and contemporary music, and artists in film, dance or visual art. The imaginative concepts and themes 

– often relating to science, nature, history or philosophy – influence and inform their wellbeing and 

education projects just as much as their concert series, bringing the adventure, intrigue and enjoyment of 

these programmes to all their audiences. 

 

Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | YouTube 

 

 

  

 

https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/support-us/
http://www.cls.co.uk/
https://cityoflondonsinfonia.co.uk/files/41bc724242bdeb88a9b4c45ff5186abd.pdf
http://twitter.com/CityLdnSinfonia
https://www.facebook.com/cityoflondonsinfonia
https://www.instagram.com/cityoflondonsinfonia/
https://soundcloud.com/cityoflondonsinfonia
https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofLondonSinfonia

